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Three St. Bernard parishioners listed on Vietnam memorial 
By Ellen G. Krenke      

     Three Army veterans, Pvt. Dennis 
M. Stoppleworth, Spec. Duane L. 
Richard and Staff Sgt. James G. Hilde-
brandt, who are buried in St. Bernard 
Cemetery, are listed on the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial wall. 

     Stoppleworth was an infantryman 
assigned to B Company, 1st Battalion, 
8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division.  

     The battalion’s operations log for June 
20, 1970 identifies Stoppleworth by  

name and states that he was accidentally 
killed at an aircraft landing zone about 
eight miles from Djamap Airfield in 
Cambodia.  

     He was 21. 

     Mark Magnuson posted on Stopple-
worth’s page on the virtual wall: “Dennis 
was a classmate and good friend.” 

     According to a news article published 
at the time, Stoppleworth attended St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic School in Cross 
Plains and graduated from Middleton 
High School in 1967. 

     He attended the University of Wiscon-
sin for two years and was a part-time 
employee of the Bruce Company in Mid-

impact. Vietnamese civilians attempted 
to extinguish the fire with pails of wa-
ter.     

     Several military personnel arrived 
at the crash site within minutes and 
immediately took control of security 
and extinguished the fire with hand-
held fire extinguishers.  

     They also assisted in removing per-
sonnel from the helicopter. There were no 
survivors of the crash. 

     Along with Richard, there were three 
other crew members and eight passengers 
on board the helicopter. 

     He was 20 years old.  

     According to a casualty file summary 
available on the internet, Hildebrandt’s 
death was “booby trap connected” and 
occurred on July 18, 1968 in Quang Nam, 
South Vietnam.  

     He enlisted as a light weapons infan-
tryman of the 11th Light Infantry Bri-
gade. He was 21. 

     The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., includes the names of 
over 58,000 servicemen and women who 
gave their lives in service in the Vietnam 
Conflict.   

 

 

dleton. He enlisted in June 1969. 

     Richard was trained as a helicopter 
repairman, but was a gunner on a UH-
1H Huey helicopter of the 335th Trans-
portation Company, 123rd Aviation 
Battalion, 16th Aviation Group that left 
the Ky Ha helipaid at Chu Lai, Vietnam 
on Feb. 10, 1970 on a courier run to 
Danang.  

     The helicopter was one mile south of 
Danang’s main airfield, when it experi-
enced a tail rotor malfunction. 

     The narrative on the memorial’s vir-
tual wall at www.virtualwall.org, de-
scribes what happened to the helicopter 
as it lost air speed and altitude:  

     Fire broke out immediately upon 
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     Excerpt from “100-year History of St. 
Bernard Parish” researched by Lorena 
Gordon: 

     “St. Bernard parish either acquired a 
cemetery shortly after it built a church (in 
1889) or obtained the burial sites of early 
parishioners. According to older people 
in the community, the original burial sites 
were cared for by the individual families. 

     “One story tells that at one time the 
cemetery was overrun with snakes in the 
long grass and that the burial sites were 
free in the beginning for that reason. Ac-
tually, there were no records of charges 
for burial lots until many years later. 

     “The first person to be buried in St. 
Bernard Cemetery was Fred W. Du-
Frenne, parish secretary, who died July 
18, 1892 at the age of 57. 

     “In the Dec. 14, 1900 edition of the 
Middleton Times Herald, the following 
notice appeared. “The opening of the new 
cemetery will be celebrated in the Catho-
lic Church by the celebration of a Mid-
night Mass on New Year’s Eve.” Was 
this the consecration of the cemetery or 

had it been enlarged? Care of the area 
was evidently sporadic. Church records 
show that the men of the parish gathered 
on many occasions over the years, to 
“clean up” the cemetery. 

      

The first person to be buried in St. 
Bernard Cemetery was Fred W. 
DuFrenne, parish secretary, who 
died July 18, 1892 at the age of 57. 

     “It was voted, in 1916, to erect a small 
building at the cemetery “for storing the 
necessary tools and accessories for all 
work in the cemetery.” This building was 
removed a few years later when the cem-
etery was enlarged to the north in 1918.  

     “While it had been enclosed with a 
fence in 1927, it again needed attention in 
1939. At this time, trees were removed, 
ground leveled and a fence either extend-
ed or replaced. Much of this work was 
done by James Dumphy, John Hilgers, 
John Kessenich Jr. and Sr., and George 
and Henry Ziegler. A Cemetery Associa-
tion was formed in 1942.” 


